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connect local law students and experienced 
professionals to promote growth and 
sustained prosperity in the northeast Ohio 
legal community.

Professor McNally-Levine also had a 
powerful experience through practical 
application of the skills she was learning in 
the classroom during her time in law school. 
As a student, she worried about being 
inadequate or not knowledgeable enough 
to succeed in the courtroom. She was 
encouraged by a law professor to overcome 
her nerves by taking a clinic, where she was 
able to make mistakes and learn from them.

Those are the kinds of experiences 
Professor McNally-Levine wants to give 
local law students — real-world practice, 
without the fear of failure. Externships 
can be valuable tools for students to use 
to learn precisely what kind of lawyer 
they see themselves becoming. But there 
is also value to be found in simply going 
to court. Professor McNally-Levine 
encourages employers to let students see 
“where lawyers live” by watching lawyers 
participate in trials, depositions, or other 
legal proceedings.  

Sarah Wyss, a rising second-year student 
at Cleveland-Marshall College of Law, also 

agrees that it is important for law students to 
obtain practical legal experience. According 
to Ms. Wyss, interning at the U.S. Attorney’s 
Office in Cleveland has been an invaluable 
and life-changing experience.  Ms. Wyss 
indicates that during her internship she has 
been able to hone her legal writing skills and 
learn complex subjects much faster than in 
the classroom. 

In addition to internship opportunities, 
Professor McNally-Levine says that 
she wants attorneys to consider simply 
connecting with students. Shared advice 
over a cup of coffee or lunch can go a long 
way in guiding young people and easing 
their career-related anxieties. Veteran 
lawyers can give up-and-comers advice not 
found in textbooks. There is no substitute 
for lived experience.

Although I did not become a journalist 
by trade, the skills I learned and the 
connections I made during my internship 
at WEWS left lasting impressions on me. 
I encourage attorneys, judges, and legal 
professionals to give a student the gift 
of lived experience, so that they might 
be touched in a similar way. The reach 
of mentorship goes beyond the students 
we directly advise. By sponsoring and 

promoting the professional growth of local 
law students, we ensure that the Cleveland 
legal community remains prosperous into 
the next generation and beyond.

If you are an employer who is interested 
in connecting with law students from 
Cleveland-Marshall College of Law or 
Case Western Reserve University about 
internships, please visit law.csuohio.edu/
independent externships and/or law.case.
edu/Career-Development/Employers/Join-
Our-Network to learn more about how you 
can positively influence the lives of local 
young professionals.
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Committee. Marlon has worked as an Assistant 
U.S. Attorney in Cleveland for the past 26 years. 
He received his law degree from Georgetown 
University Law Center and his undergraduate 
degree from Ohio University’s E.W. Scripps 
School of Journalism. He can be reached at 
(216) 622-3684 or Marlon.Primes@usdoj.gov. 
Follow him on Twitter @MPrimesCMBA.

SpOTLIgHT ON: MALLOry rOHr 
koehler fitzgerald 
Volunteers like Mallory Rohr are a blessing — and not only to the person coordinating 
the volunteers! Mallory is a true blessing to all the women she serves at the Norma Herr 
Women’s Shelter through the Cleveland Homeless Legal Assistance Program (CHLAP). 
CHLAP offers legal assistance the last Thursday of each month to the 170+ homeless 
women residing at the shelter. After Mallory relocated to Cleveland, she jumped in to serve 
those in need and CMBA is extremely grateful for her dedication and willingness to help. 

Mallory enjoyed volunteering with the Legal Aid Society of Columbus while in law school 
and after passing the bar. When moving to Cleveland she knew she wanted to volunteer 
for these types of clinics again. “You meet with people who are so kind and truly appreciate 
your help. I wanted to help women going through hard times. Giving them a few resources 
to help their situation is the least I can do.”

Mallory is a commercial litigator and a healthcare attorney advocating for patients at 
Koehler Fitzgerald. Her daily caseload is very different from the issues presented at the 
Women’s Shelter. Issues at the shelter often revolve around child support, evictions, 
expungements, etc. CMBA provides volunteers with a manual which includes basic 
information about the topics most frequently discussed at the clinics.

Volunteering with CHLAP does not require any previous experience. As Mallory noted, 
“Many clients just want an ear to listen. I was surprised by how grateful the women are to 
have someone listen to their issue.” If you have thought about volunteering with CHLAP,  
take Mallory’s advice, “Just try it! It does not take much of your time and it will be rewarding.”

Thank you Mallory for your assistance at the Women’s Shelter! CMBA is so grateful to you 
for making a difference in the lives of the women you meet with, listen to and advise. Every 
time you volunteer, you carry out CMBA’s mission to improve the public trust in the legal 
profession and enhance Greater Cleveland through your community service. Thank you!
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